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Chapter News
The 2010-2011 Board of Director Members are:

President:


Alan Milliken   CFPIM CSCP CPF   

V. P. of Education:

Kevin Amacker   CPIM  

V. P. of Finance:

Hamilton Weatherford   CPIM

V. P. of Communications:
Jeanette Krakes   CPIM

V. P. of Programs:

Brad Massey

Director-at-Large:

Pamela Buchanan 

Upcoming Events:
The chapter is planning a Professional Development Meeting in the first quarter of 2011.  We are also in negotiations with the ISM Chapter to arrange a joint meeting the first half of 2011.  We also plan to offer a facility tour in 2011. We encourage you to participate in chapter events.

Education Program:

The chapter is currently surveying the operations and supply chain community regarding which APICS certification courses are desired.  These results will be used to plan courses for the first half of 2011.  We encourage you to provide input on this topic to Alan Milliken at alan.milliken@basf.com .  

Membership:

APICS members receive significant discounts on purchases but there are many other benefits to joining APICS.  We encourage you to join and be sure and include Southern Alabama Area Chapter on your application form.  Here are a list of benefits the details of which can be found at apics.org  .  
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President’s Letter
What is the Value of APICS Education?

The best way I can answer this question is to point out that two local firms have contacted me in the past month asking if I knew any CPIM’s in the area.  One is looking to hire a Master Scheduler and the other a Material Planner. They both want APICS CPIM certified candidates only.  In addition, a local Fortune 100 firm has contacted me about the APICS education program and will be sending folks to the CPIM classes in the future.  

APICS education adds value to both the employee and the firm.  In these difficult economic times, employees must do everything possible to increase their knowledge and skill and therefore make themselves more valuable to the firm.  A survey of supply chain related jobs posted on Monster.com indicated over 80% desire or require APICS CPIM certification.  

The firm benefits from APICS education for several reasons.  First, APICS teaches those concepts and processes supported by all the major ERP systems (SAP, Oracle, People Soft, etc..).  My firm, BASF, used the APICS Basics of Supply Chain Management course to prepare for our first SAP implementation in 1995.  Keep in mind the software consultants teach how to use the software not how to manage your supply chain.  

Secondly, APICS education prepares employees for the global, highly-integrated approach to supply chain management.  They learn how strategic, tactical and operational planning is aligned to ensure the firm’s overall objectives are realized at the operational level.  They learn the importance of cross-functional teamwork and communications to achieve improved bottom-line results.

Thirdly, APICS education provides the knowledge and understanding needed to make the right process decisions in supply chain management.  Participants learn the better practices for planning based on the business environment and manufacturing strategy of the firm.  They practice such things as developing plans and schedules, using MRP to plan components and raw materials, check capacity requirements, etc.. .  The importance of quality management (e.g. Six Sigma, TQM) and lean thinking to improve performance is included.  

Our Chapter will be announcing upcoming APICS classes soon.  I encourage you and your firm to participate.  If you have any questions regarding APICS education or the Southern Alabama Chapter of APICS please contact me at:  alan.milliken@basf.com  or  Phone: 973-978-5239
Alan L. Milliken 

President

